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The kingdom of n is like unto tre. 
ſure hid in a field; which, when a man 
hath found, he hideth; and for j joy there 
of goeth and ſelleth all that he hath, and | 
buyeth that field. | 


$-—— $HOUGH our Lord in the days of his 
* fleſh, was pleaſed to ſpeak in parables, - 
i od yet he delivers his doctrine in ſuch a 
* + plain manner, uſes ſuch eaſy compari- 
HF oovecoo0ce | ſons, and with ſuch an inimitable ſim- 
plicity, that the peaſant and herdſman, the little child 
and ſervant-maid can be as capable of underſtanding - 
and . e de, his mind, as the moſt learn 
and ſtudious philoſopher on earth. 

He did it, out of his infinite wiſdom, fo. ay 
the wiſdom of the wiſe; and to ſet at naught, and 
* and bring to nothing, the nnn 2 | 

rudent. 
e would not leave rodfit for the wiſe man to 
glory in his wiſdom before him; nor give an occa- 
ion for the ignorant to complain, becauſe he had not 
the gift of knowledge, or ſigh under the diſadvans 
ta 2 of a ſlender education; for however a ſolid 
ors letters, ſtudy, books, and ſciences, may 
be . in Ivy mw ___ matters, OL, help 
not 5 
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not often in the matter of ſalvation; nor have the 
- moſt underſtanding and witty men been always beſt ; 
but ſome, S their lurk, have found that true, The 
world by wiſdom knew not God.” On the other 
hand, many unlearned perſons, and men in other re- 


ſpects weak and unknowing, have found that wiſdom 


8 is from above, and been wiſe in the ſight of 
If the wiſe, the thinking, and ſtudious would ſtoop 
to learn of Jeſus, their knowledge in earthly things 
would not hinder them to be ſaved; but if they are 
reſolved to judge of divine truths by their carnal 
reaſon, and to diſbelieve and doubt of what ſur- 
mounts their comprehenſion, and of all that is not 
according to the nature of things, they muſt be no 


Chriſtians, but are in a fair way to plunge into the 


abyſs of Atheiſm, and loſe the real enjoyment of 
God their Saviour here and hereafter. 95 if the 
poor ſervant in the houſe, or the ſhepherd upon the 
mountains, is diſpoſed for eternal life, his ignorance 
Mall not prevent him to become a child of God. 
The Holy Spirit, and Jeſus the true light, will teach 


him wiſdom ſecretly, and make him experience and 


feel in his heart the inconceivable happineſs of the 
ſaints, and joy unſpeakable. He ſhall be well ſatisfied 


of his ſafe condition, and be inly aſſured he has a part 
in the kingdom of God in worlds to come. 


To the inſincere, whether wiſe or unwiſe, the goſ- 


pel is a book cloſed; and when one gives it to the 


unlearned, and ſays, Read it, I pray thee; he ſays, 


I cannot do it, becauſe I am unlearned : and when 


it is given to the learned, he anſwers, I cannot read 


it, for it is ſealed. Hence it is that ſo many look up- 
on the ſcriptures as a book of myſteries which very 
few underſtand, and the way to be ſaved a difficult 


and intricate matter, and ſo live willingly — | 
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ol the things which make for their peace, and neglect. 

| ſo great ſalvation; but elſe the way to heaven is 
plainly marked out, and the direction of the Leader 
of the people is ſo written, that © he that runs may 
read, and a fool need not err in the highway of ho- 
11A | 

As I ſaid before, all the parables of our Saviour 

are legible, and plain, and ſimple; and whoever 

Wants to underſtand, let him do as the diſciples, 
who aſked their Lord privately, and they ſhall be 135 
taught of God, and find reſt to their fouls. „„ 

The kingdom of God cannot be eaſily likened to 
things temporal, and this made our Saviour ſeem to 

be at a loſs unto what to compare it; but then, in 
many reſpects, he has compared it to things com- 
mon, becauſe of the infirmity of our fleſh. Who 
can truly deſcribe light to one blind, or make the 

deaf know what are ſounds? or who can make a 

| 7 natural man ſenſible of the ſpiritual life, of the ma- 
nifeſting of Chriſt within the heart, and of his king- 
dom, which is not of the world? OR, 
The beginning of Chriſtianity is truſting Jeſus; 
he has continually preached of the kingdom, and 
which he ſays is within you. His witneſſes are with- 
out number, who have entered it and poſſeſſed it in 
the earth, and who have ſealed it with their blood, 
and confirmed it in their laſt moments, that “ the 
kingdom of God is come, and his tabernacle is with 
men.“ It is one while compared to a marriage 
which a king made for his ſon; another time to ſeed 
ſown in a eld; and at another time to a net caſt 
into the ſea, which gathered of every kind, bad and 
good; at another time to a man who let out his 

vineyard to huſbandmen ; at another time to a mer- 

chant ſeeking goodly pearls; and, in the text, to 
4 treaſure hid in a field. ** 
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The whole goſpel is full of theſe parables ; for 
ec without a parable Jeſus ſpake not to the people.. 
He did it that he might fulfil the prophets, J have 
_ uſed ſimilitudes.” And again, © I will open my 
mouth in parables; I will utter things which have 
been kept ſecret from the foundation of the world.“ 
Thus he had done during the diſpenfation of the law, 
which, with all its ordinances and ceremonies, was 
dark and typical of the kingdom which was to come. 
When he ſpake to the fathers, before his coming in 
the fleſh, he uſed this way, and gave them viſions, 

dreams, and ſigns, by which he made known his 
will. The neceſſity of blood-ſhedding under the 
law was to ſignify, that « without ſhedding blood 
there was no remiſſion:“ the exhibiting the victims 
upon the altars, the lambs and calves, &c. were 
figures of that Lamb, who ſhould be ſhewn upon 
the croſs a ſpectacle to angels and men; and, after 
the ſame manner, all the doctrines and rites delivered 
by Moſes, pointed out Jeſus and the redemption. 

oſea muſt take to him an adultereſs, and marry her 
before the children of Iſrael, as a ſign that the Lord 
was an huſband to an adulterous people. Ezekiel 
muſt ſee a valley full of dry bones, whereby the Lord 
would expreſs the ſtate of his church; he muſt pro- 
_  phecy to them, and they lived; to ſignify that by his 
ſervant's miniſtry he would raiſe them up to a new 
life, and recover them, tho” now ſo dead and dry. 
Again; he is taught by the ſimilitude of a new- 
born infant caſt out in the open field; in a deplorable 
and unpitied condition, the fall; and, by the Lord's 
paſting by and ſeeing it in its blood, and ſaying to 
it, Live, entering into a covenant with it, {wearing _ 
to it, &c. cloathing, -waſhing, and adorning it with 
fine linen and: gold, the free falvation is meant, and 
the happy and good eſtate we are brought into by 
| hs | Oz IMEans- 
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means of the New Teſtament, which our Saviour 
has made with us and confirmed by an oath. 
Jeremiah, by ſeeing the potter work, underſtood 
how all were made at firſt by the good Creator; 
and, when marred or broken, he ſaw how he did not 

caſt the veſſel away, but made it new, a veſſel that 
pleaſed him; namely, that though the world was 
now like a broken and marred veſſel, it was yet in 
a merciful Creator's hands, who would renew it in 
righteouſneſs, and be their Saviour, 

Daniel muſt ſee viſions of the captivity, and of 
the Meſſiah; and in this way generally the Lord 
ſpake to the prophets. Nor did this way of com- 
municating the divine will ceaſe, till by the death 
of the Lord the vail was rent in two, and a new 
and living way opened into the holy place. From 
which time all the apoſtles and miniſters of Jeſus 


. 
* 


Chriſt have uſed great plainneſs of ſpeech, and not 
done as Moſes. They declare openly, Jeſus is the 
Lord; and that forgiveneſs of ſins, repentance, and 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, are received freely by 
9 believe in his _ 5 4 „ 
n my diſcourſe therefore I wo i open 
this parable of the treaſure ; and as I have ju men- 


tioned a few of the figurative viſions ſigns of 


the prophets before the incarnation of Chriſt, ſo it 
may not be amiſs to do the fame in reſpec of ſome 
of the many parables which are in the goſpel, and 
even in that chapter out of which I have taken the 
text, becauſe it may help to give alight into others 
of the ſame nature. x F 
When the kingdom is compared to the marria 

of the king's ſon, it reſpects that marriage of 2 
Lamb mentioned in the Revelations, and in other 
parts of the ſcripture. The King is the Father of 
_. pur Lord Chriſt the King of kings; the — 


3 
Lamb, who will take his bride out of the earth, and 
invites all to this wedding; the ſupper is already pre- 

pared; the bride, his elect, is choſen and makin 
. herſelf ready; her garments are the Lord's righteouſ- 
neſs, her crown his glory; the ſervants ſent out are 

miniſters, who firſt preached to-the Jews, but the 
made their excuſes, and now are they ſent to al 
Gentiles, and to the ends of the earth, to call good 


and bad to the wedding, or to invite every creature 


to the falvation. The King waits till all are in. On 

the laſt day he will fee the gueſts. Woe be to ſuch 
as have not on the wedding garment, for they may 
not ſit down at his table. Theſe are ſuch as ventured 


into eternity, without being arrayed in the white li- 


nen of the righteouſneſs of Jefus. In that day the 
trumpet ſhall blow, „The marriage of the Lamb is 


come!“ and all who have virgin hearts, and are de- 


voted to the Redeemer, whoſe luſts have been here 
waſhed away, and their raiment kept white; whoſe 
hearts, like a lamp, have burned with pure love; 
who have had Jeſu's love within, like a ſtock of oil, 
to keep it from going out, who have left the world 


and gone out to meet the Bridegroom, theſe ſhall en- 
ter with him into his chamber, and follow him whi- 


therſoever he goeth. Others, who have expected his 
coming, and made profeſſion of his name, but were 
fooliſh, ſlept in an inſecure ſtate, without their elec- 
tion infured, theſe are the fooliſh virgins, who too 
late pray, © Lord, Lord, open to us; who muſt hear 
him fay, « Depart from me, I never knew you.” 
When the kingdom is compared to ſeed which 
was ſowen in the field, which ſprung up one knows 
not how, firſt the blade, then the ear, then the ripe 


corn, when the huſbandman orders the ſervants to 


put in the ſickle and gather it, becauſe the harveſt is 


after 


come, our Saviour would have us to underſtand, that 


after the ſowing-time is over, the huſbandman leaves 


all to the ſun and to the early and latter rain to e | 


it forth, and underſtands not how the ſeed is nouriſh 


and brought forth, but waits for the time to reap with 
joy. Juſt ſo, when the Son of man ſows the word 
of life in the heart, he: firſt breaks it like a huſband- 


man, he defends it from harm, and keeps off the birds 
of prey, which are the devils, until his ſeed has taken 
root and ſprings up. A foul is ſenſible of its divine 
life, and of the work of our Saviour, but cannot de- 
{ſcribe to another, how his ſeed thrives and his huſ- 
bandry proſpers; it is ſo, and they are happy. They 
perceive, as it were, firſt the blade, the dawnings of 
grace, the tender ſtirrings of the love of God, and are 
glad; and as they grow ripe, like, as corn, the more 
ripe it is, the more it bows down,'till the reaper comes 
and takes it into the barn; ſo a true Chriſtian, the 
more he knows of Jeſus, the more he experiences of 
his grace and mercy, and ripens for glory, the more 
he bows down, and with humility and ſhame con- 
feſſes his own unworthineſs, and adores the free grace 
of God his Saviour. Thus it is till he is called away, 
and brought home to the ſtore-houſe above, like a 
ſhock of corn fully ripe; then all danger of birds de- 
vouring the ſeed is over, all fear of a blaſting wind is 
removed, and every care ceaſes for ever. 5 
When the kingdom is likened another time to 
ſeed ſown in the field, it is after this manner: 
A certain man ſowed good ſeed, and, while men 
ſlept, his enemy came and ſowed tares, i. e. darnel *. 
When the wheat ſprung up, the tares came up alſo; 
and the ſervants told their lord, and would have 


rooted them up, and wecded them out directly; but 
leſt they ſhould weed up the tender grain with them, 


| ;* It is a weed much like corn ; but has an iafatuating, ſtnu- 
Pifying quality, and of great burt to the crop. | / 
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bid them let them both grow together; and in the 
harveſt he made them gather the wheat into his gar- 
ner, but burnt the tares in bundles. | 


This in a great meaſure our Saviour has explained; 


the ſower is himſelf, the field the world, the good ſeed 
are the children of God, the tares the children of ſa- 
tan. Whenever he gathers him a little flock of chil- 


| dren; while his ſervants, the miniſters, forget they 
are watchmen, and fleep, ſatan ſows among them 


hypocrites and wicked people; ſo that few, if any, 
congregations have continued always free from falſe 
brethren. Thus among the twelve was a Judas, among 
the diſciples afterwards a Simon Magus, and Judaiz- 


ing preachers who trouble the churches, and others, 


who, by their wicked lives, were enemies to the croſs 
of Chriſt. The holy angels would willingly root ſuch 
out of the world by ſudden deaths and by judgments, 
as in the former times ; but, left that ſeverity ſhould 
frighten a tender child, a young believer, and make 
him loſe his confidence in his Lord, Jeſus is pleaſed 
both ſhall grow together. He knows it is his ene- 
my's work ; that from the beginning he has done ſo; 
but when the laſt day comes, he will take the tares 


in bundles and burn them, the whoremongers in their 


bundle, the drunkards in a heap together, the cove- 


tous and avaricious men in their company; but the 
wheat, his own dear children, he will bring fafe with 


him into heaven. : 
When the kingdom is compared to a net-caſt into 
the ſea, it is unfolded thus: the ſea is the world, the 


| fiſhermen the miniſters of Chriſt, the net is the goſ- 
pel. When they preach the goſpel to every creature, 


good and bad flock together, and are taken with the 
ood news; but, when all is brought to ſhore, ſome 
— found unfit for uſe, while others are preſerved in 


/little companies, as in in veſſels, till they are brought 


home 


in 


| „ 
home to God. Some the fiſnermen throw back into 
the ſea as too ſmall, and theſe may be taken again 
when they are fit for uſe. Some go back into the 
world, and perhaps are called another time, when 
they are thoroughly tired and ſick of their ſins, and 
the ſervice of ſatan, and are ſaved; but whois caſt away 
at the day of judgment, he periſnes, tho? caught in the 


ſame net with others, who are found precious in the 


eyes of the Lord. In that day © two may be in one 


bed, the one ſhall be taken and the other left; two 
women may be in the field together or grinding at the 


ſame mill, when one is taken and the other is left.“ 
In the parable of the vineyard, which was let out 
to huſbandmen, our Saviour treats chiefly of the 


Jewiſh prieſts and rulers, to whom he had committed 


his word and law. "The prophets were the ſervants 
who came to aſk the fruit, and to exhort them to a 
life becoming a church and family of God; theſe 
they ſtoned, killed, and perſecuted, till God ſent 


his Son, and then ſatan inſpired them with double 


cruelty; they thought if he were killed, they ſhould 
have no trouble more in Iſrael, but go on in peace. 
Satan, who ſet them on, alſo thought, if I could but 
overcome him, whom he knew to be heir of all, he 
{ould then have the whole world in his hands. The 


driving out of theſe huſbandmen, and letting out the 


vineyard to others, ſignified the rejecting the Jews, 
and giving the goſpel to the Gentiles: but this 
parable is alſo levelled againſt all perſecuting ſpirits 


and people, who, as ſoon as ＋ loſe the treaſure 


af faith and the preſence of the ſhekinah, and per- 
ſecute the meſſengers and witneſſes of the Re- 
deemer, are rejected; the ark is removed, the can- 
dleſtick brought out from among them, and given 
to a people who ſhall render the fruit to the Lord 


in due ſeaſon - | 
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: In the parable of calling and hiring ſervants into 
the vineyard, much is. included; the vineyard is the 


church, ſo Iſaiah had preached long ago; the Lord 


the Holy Spirit calls men into it; ſome are called in 


their childhood and youth, and ſome upon their death- 


beds, and when their hair is grey with age. Very 


often the old ſinner is paid firſt, i. e. taken firſt into 
the kingdom of heaven; and ſuch as the penitent 
thief ſnatched from the gates of hell, as it were, and 
carried joyfully to the throne, while others, that 
were firſt called, continue labouring in the world, 
bearing the heat of perſecution, and enduring all 


hardſhips, and theſe ſometimes are tempted to mur- 


mur; with theſe our Saviour expoſtulates, and aſks, 
ce Is thy eye evil, becauſe mine is good? or cannot 
I do what I will with my own ??? As if he would 
ſay, Cannot I take a wretch from the jaws of death 
and fave him, and might not I ſend the felf-righ- 


teous away empty? Grace and heaven are my own, 


and I beſtow them where I will, out of mere com- 
paſſion and pity, and not becauſe any have deſerved it 
from me. This parable is to ſet forth the ſovereignty 
of our God, and to juſtify his ſaving publicans and 
harlots, and calling into his fold the chief of ſinners, 


as well as ſuch who have been early ſerious and re- 


ligious, and called in the firſt hours of the day. It 
was deſigned to ſuppreſs the Jewiſh riſings and 
murmurings, as if the ways of the Lord were not 

equal, and to ſilence its ſelf-righteous reaſonings. 
There is yet another parable, of a merchant's feek- 
ing coftly pearls ; who, having found one of great va- 
lue, went and fold all he had to purchaſe it. The 
merchant is a ſoul athirſt for falvation, and who is 
like a merchant traverſing ſea and land to find it, 
who having found Jeſus, tie moſt coſtly pearl, parts 
with all he has, and counts all droſs and dung * 
| > Wh, 10 


55 E 
he may inherit this Pearl. What he before eſteemed 
precious, or ſerved him inſtead of holineſs, he un- 
dervalues; and whatever before he counted riches, 
wiſdom, good deeds, gifts, graces, and qualities, 
eſteems nothing now but this jewel, this elect pre- 
cious ſtone; and is richer in the poſſeſſing him, than 
if he had all heaven and earth without him. 

But the parable of which I ſhall treat chiefly, is of 
treaſure hid in a field, Should a perſon paſs through 
your country, and pointing to a field, aſſure the in- 
habitants and neighbours that there was much money 
buried there; as many as were incredulous would 
_ ſmile at the report, and mock thoſe who would cre- 
dit and go about to dig for it; they themſelves would 
not-ſearch for it, becauſe they could not. believe it 
was there; nor could they help deſpiſing ſuch as did, 
for the ſame reaſon. But if fome believed the news, 
they would go and dig and ſearch for the treafure, til 
they had found it; and, having ſecured it, would na- 
turally part with all they had, to buy that field. 

Thus it is when the kingdom of God. is preached 
in a land; ſalvation, and the love of our Saviour, par- 
don of fins and our Lord's preſence, is declared to be 
found in this life, and in our mortal ſtate ; Jeſus is 
himſelf manifeſted and known; he comes and brings 
with him his Father, and dwells with us ; his reward 
alſo is with him; his righteouſneſs and merits, his re- 
demption and kingdom are revealed at his appearing. 

This is a treaſure indeed ! and this is that treaſure 
ſpoken of in the parable, which is more precious than 
the gold of Ophir, but it is hid; it is in the world, 
but yet inviſible, as all the great things of our Saviour 
are: his kingdom is not of the world, yet it is there, 
and, as himſelf expreſſes it, it is within you, it is not 
far from hence. His wiſdom is underſtood ſecretly ; 
the manna that he promiſes, is hidden RO his 

| Et eaven 
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Jeaven is hid in the meal. It is therefore well called 
the ſecret of the Lord, hidden wiſdom, peace which 
the world cannot give, joy which a ſtranger inter- 
meddleth not with, happineſs which no eye hath ſeen, 
nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart of 
man to conceive rightly of it, till inſpired from the 
Lamb, or till it is revealed by the Spirit. 5 
Our Saviour's kingdom is come, and many preſs 
into it; but ſome, when they hear of this treaſure, 
deſpiſe it; they believe no ſuch is found in this world; 
they think no ſuch happineſs is attainable in this life; 
IF therefore they neither ſeek it, or aſk it, but are 


like people who hear of treaſure hid in a field; but 


eſteem it a dream, or fancy, or cheat, and fo never 
ſeek for it; ſo all, who do not believe the kingdom 
attainable now, cannot poſſibly enter it, becauſe of 
unbelicf. They cannot ſeek it, becauſe they do not 


believe it is to be found; they cannot aſk for the 
knowledge of falyation by the forgiveneſs of ſins, 


becauſe they think it is not got till we die; they do 
not ſeek the Lord ; for they believe, to expect to re- 
ceive the Holy Ghoſt, and know our Saviour, is pre- 
fumption. Thus pure unbelief hinders them to enter 
into the reſt remaining for the people of God. But 
why do not they believe? Is it becauſe the Lord has 
promiſed no ſuch bleſſing? No; he has promiſed it. 
All the ſcriptures are filled with promiſes of this kind. 
All was written that we might believe in Jeſus, and 
have eternal life through his name. 3 
Is it then becauſe none have found this treaſure? 
By no means; for in all places there are witneſſes of 


 K, among all forts of people there are men who have 


found:the Beloved, who know their Redeemer lives, 

and who have got ſalvation in his blood, even remiſ- 
ſion of their ſins. But the truth is, they neither be- 
lieve Jelus nor his diſciples, they put it off and ſay, 


That 


5 I 
What is in the ſcripture concerns the apoſtles and 
firſt ages of the church, and as violently oppoſe the 
continuation of thoſe bleſſings, as if no bible was in 
the world. Let ſuch take care leſt that happen to 
them which is written in the prophets, © Behold I 
work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, 
though a man declare it unto you.“ e 
It is otherwiſe with ſome; for they hear of this 
hidden treaſure, and they ſeek it till they have found 
it. If any ſhould look for other treaſure, a great part 
of them might look in vain, and perhaps after many 
days and weeks labour another may find it, and all 
their toil be fruitleſs and loſt; but it is ſo ordered by 
him who has hid this treaſure, that all who ſeek ſhall 
find, all that aſk ſhall have, and all who run in this 
race ſhall win the prize. f 

This treaſure is found in Jeſus; in him are hid 
all the treaſures of God. Whoever wants to be rich 
in eternity, muſt have him. He is the coſtly Pearl, 
the Pearl of great price. He is that true Treaſure, 
< which no moth or ruſt can corrupt, and which no 
thief can break through and ſteal. Ve dead ſouls, 
who are minded to find this true and real Treafure, 
this ſolid and laſting riches, come to Jeſus, and you 
{hall find it there, on BO Na a So ky 8 

Be not faĩthleſs, but believe Jeſus Chriſt's king- 

dom is yet to be found; his ſalvation is yet to be 
experienced; his love is yet to be felt in the heart. 
Up and ſeek it; be in earneſt about it; remember 
« the kingdom of God ſuffereth violence, and the 
violent take it by force.” Whoſo ſeeks with all his 
heart, ſhall find it, and then he will readily part with 
all he has, to purchaſe that field; he will count all 
other things, all gain, company, pleaſures, henours, 
beauty, friends, and whatever elſe he valued before, 
ſpiritual or temporal, as loſs, that he may get and 


[ 16 ] 
. win Jeſus; nor need he be afraid of others getting his 
_ riches, and ſo muſt hide it, there is enough for all; 
and therefore when a ſoul has found Chriſt, he is like 
the woman of Samaria, Philip, and others, he would 
| call and invite every man to come and ſee Jeſus too: 
he is happy he is in the kingdom, and wants all, 
even his enemies, to come into the fame. © , 
My brethren, be thus minded; let all your buſineſs, 
your religion, your endeavours and aim be, to know 
and have Jeſus Chriſt. Let this be the mark of the 
prize of your high calling. Value nothing beſide, 
love nothing, count nothing riches or treaſure, deſire 
nothing, aſk nothing but to have him and his merits, 
and then you will be rich, the kingdom of heaven 
ſhall be yours, the life that now is, and that which is 
to come, all ſhall be yours for eyer and ever. 
While others deſpiſe ſo ineſtimable a benefit, diſ- 
believe and ſcorn it, and mock and deride the ſincere 


fe, who are digging after this treaſure, and in ſearch 


after this riches and kingdom, continue ye in faith. 
Let our Saviour's promiſe be ſteadily believed, and 
think not well of yourſelves till ye have entered the 
poſſeſſion of this grace, ſo ſhall ye be happy here and 
hereafter. Here ye ſhall be kings over ſatan and the 
world, and foretaſte and anticipate your heaven, and 
no man ſhall be able to rob you of your crown; you 
{hall have your portion ſafe when the heavens vaniſh 
away, and when the earth is burnt up; you ſhall 
then be in a continuing city, in a kingdom that can- 
not be ſhaken, world without end. Amen. 
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